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weaker than on the preceding evening. He was evidently
apprehensive he should not survive, and I feared it was our
last interview. His voice was gone and he spoke in whis-
pers. Taking the President's hand, he said, "My mind is
clear, and I wish to say at this time that your course is
right, that I have felt it my duty to sustain you in it, and
if my life is spared I shall continue to do so. Pursue it for
the sake of the country; it is correct." His family, which
had been sent for, arrived and joined him at Harrisburg
soon after, and he proceeded to Washington in advance of
us and arrived there Saturday P.M.

At Columbus we were reviewed by a large assemblage.
Not only the residents of the place but of the surrounding
country gathered to meet us. Bx-Postmaster-General
Dennison called upon us in the evening; was in good health,
though he says he has been unwell most of the time since he
left Washington. One or two of his neighbors say that he
was ill in consequence of his resignation and its acceptance.

There was here, as I had noted at some other places,
some scheming to antagonize General Grant and the
President and make it appear that the interest was specially
for the former. Great pains have been taken by partisans
to misrepresent the President and misstate facts and to
deceive and prejudice the people against him. There is
special vindictiveness and disregard of truth by Members
of Congress everywhere. Hate of the South and the whole
people of the South is inculcated, Constitutional obliga-
tions are wholly disregarded, a new Constitution [is pro-
posed], or such changes in the present as will give us es-
sentially a new Central Government which shall operate
especially against the States and the people of the South,
while the people there are denied all representation or
participation in these changes.

The Democrats of the North and almost the whole
South, who might benefit themselves and the country by
taking advantage of these errors and follies of the Radicals,
are themselves demented and absurd in their action. They